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welcome these promises and urge you to im-
plement them as soon as possible. 

I call upon you to get Chandigarh back for 
Punjab. As you know, Punjab built 
Chandigarh to be its capital and it rightfully 
belongs to Punjab. It is time to get it back. 

We also urge you to maintain. Captain 
Amarinder Singh’s water policy. His govern-
ment cancelled the unfair agreements that 
allowed the diversion of Punjab’s water to 
nonriparian states. In that bill, the Legisla-
tive Assembly explicitly declared the sov-
ereignty of Punjab. Unfortunately, the Con-
gress Party, which presided over the mas-
sacre of Sikhs, is an anti-Sikh party. The 
Akali Dal has historically been the pro-Sikh 
party. Yours is the party that called on the 
Sikh Nation to prepare ourselves for ‘‘the 
long struggle to liberate Khalistan.’’ You are 
presiding over a Sikh political and religious 
institution that controls the gurdwaras in 
Punjab. Remember that Professor Darshan 
Singh, an Akali and former Jathedar of the 
Akal Takht, has said, ‘‘If a Sikh is not for 
Khalistan, he is not a Sikh.’’ 

Each morning and evening, we pray, ‘‘Raj 
Kare Ga Khalsa,’’ the Khalsa shall rule. Do 
you say this prayer sincerely? Wil1 Delhi let 
you implement the new price structure you 
promised? They have done everything in 
their power to keep the Sikhs oppressed, in-
cluding imposing President’s rule on Punjab 
nine times. They have been responsible for 
the murders of a quarter of a million Sikhs, 
according to figures compiled by the Punjab 
State Magistracy and published in The Poli-
tics of Genocide by Inderjit Singh Jaijee. 
The Movement Against State Repression re-
ports that over 52,000 Sikhs are being held as 
political prisoners without charge or trial, 
some since 1984! The late General Narinder 
Singh said that ‘‘Punjab is a police state.’’ 

You have promised to end ‘‘the dark and 
corrupt legacy of despotic dictatorship.’’ 
There is only one way to do so. That is to de-
clare the sovereign independence of 
Khalistan. The Legislative Assembly can do 
this and should do it. This would elevate you 
immediately from Chief Minister to Prime 
Minister. Self-determination is the essence 
of democracy. Why can’t India do the demo-
cratic thing and allow the people of Punjab, 
Khalistan to vote in a free and fair plebiscite 
on the question of independence? What are 
they afraid of? 

Again I congratulate you and urge you to 
work to end the oppression of Sikhs and keep 
the interests of the Sikh Nation foremost in 
your mind as you embark upon your term as 
Chief Minister. I urge you to work to regain 
the sovereignty that is our birthright. 

Sincerely, 
DR. GURMIT SINGH AULAKH, 
President, Council of Khalistan. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE TOWNSHIP OF 
MILLBURN, ESSEX COUNTY, NJ 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 1, 2007 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the township of Millburn, 
Essex County, NJ, a vibrant community I am 
proud to represent. All through 2007 the good 
citizens of Millburn township will be celebrating 
the township’s 150th anniversary with special 
events including a sesquicentennial parade in 
June and an anniversary ball in October. 

Millburn began as a colonial settlement with 
agricultural origins, followed by a 19th century 
mill/factory economy and eventually became a 

Victorian—and later—residential community. 
There are many examples of this rich history 
still present in the township, from the Hessian 
House, the Cora Hartshorn Arboretum, and 
the Paper Mill Playhouse to the historic dis-
tricts, Short Hills Park and Wyoming. 

Millburn township was once part of Eliza-
bethtown and Newark settlements in New Jer-
sey, created by a grant from Charles II to his 
brother James in 1664. In 1793, Springfield 
township was created including Millburn. In 
1857, Springfield became part of the new 
Union County and Millburn became a separate 
township within Essex County. 

After the Revolution, the Rahway River was 
dammed in five places to form mill ponds. 
Samuel Campbell built the first paper mill in 
1790 and manufactured banknotes. Most of 
the early mills were paper mills, among them 
the Diamond Mill, now the site of the Paper 
Mill Playhouse, but hat mills eventually be-
came dominant. In 1835, the Morris and 
Essex Railroad was finally completed, linking 
Millburn to the big cities in the East and the 
coal regions in the northwest. 

Millburn has had many names, from Rum 
Brook, Vauxhall, Milltown, and Millville. In 
1857, Millburn was decided upon, partly be-
cause many of the town’s residents were from 
Scotland and the mill burn—Scot word for 
river or stream—reminded them of home. 
Later there were disputes over the spelling of 
Millburn, but the double-L advocates won. 

In 1872, the Wyoming Land and Improve-
ment Company purchased 100 acres of land 
and the first speculative real estate develop-
ment was started and named Wyoming. Stew-
art Hartshorn acquired 1,552 acres to build his 
ideal village called Short Hills, the first planned 
commuter suburb in America. 

Today, Millburn township has a population 
of approximately 19,735 and is comprised of 
Millburn, including the historic Wyoming dis-
trict, South Mountain and Millburn Center 
areas, and Short Hills which includes the sec-
tions of Knollwood, Glenwood, Brookhaven, 
Country Club, Merrywood, Deerfield-Cross-
roads, Mountaintop, White Oak Ridge and Old 
Short Hills Estates. 

Madam Speaker, I urge you and my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating the resi-
dents of Millburn township on the celebration 
of 150 years of rich history of one of New Jer-
sey’s finest municipalities. 
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RECOGNIZING BRIAN PATRICK 
WESSLING FOR ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 1, 2007 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Brian Patrick Wessling, a 
very special young man who has exemplified 
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts 
of America, Troop 395, and in earning the 
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Brian has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Brian has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Brian Patrick Wessling for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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INTRODUCTION OF ROYALTY-IN- 
KIND FOR ENERGY ASSISTANCE 
LEGISLATION 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 1, 2007 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, 
today I am again introducing the Royalty-in- 
Kind for Energy Assistance Improvement Act. 
This bill is intended to make it possible for the 
Department of Interior to implement a provi-
sion in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 that was 
intended to provide a new way to assist low- 
income people to heat or cool their homes. 

For several years before 2005, the Depart-
ment of Interior had authority to develop ‘‘roy-
alty-in-kind’’ arrangements under which com-
panies developing federal oil could meet their 
required royalty payments by providing oil in-
stead of cash. The Energy Policy Act ex-
panded this provision to apply to natural-gas 
developers as well, and also added new au-
thority for Interior to grant a preference to low- 
income consumers when disposing of natural 
gas it obtained under such an arrangement. 

While this Energy Policy Act provision does 
not specifically reference the federal Low-In-
come Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP), its implementation could benefit that 
program. 

LIHEAP is intended to help low-income 
Americans pay for their heating and cooling 
costs. However, at current funding levels this 
critically important program serves less than 
15 percent of those who qualify for it. Imple-
menting the Energy Policy Act provision to 
grant a preference to low-income consumers 
would supplement LIHEAP funding and ex-
pand the amount of energy assistance avail-
able to the poor. 

After enactment of the 2005 legislation, I 
joined my colleagues from Colorado in writing 
a letter to Interior Secretary Gail Norton asking 
her to consider beginning implementation of 
the new provision through a pilot program in 
Colorado. In the letter we emphasized the im-
portance of helping this country’s most vulner-
able citizens, who are increasingly hard hit by 
rising energy costs. 

In a reply to my office, the Interior Depart-
ment responded that the Interior Department’s 
lawyers had reviewed the Energy Policy Act 
provision and had concluded that as it now 
stands it could not be implemented because 
the current law ‘‘does not provide the Depart-
ment with the authority or discretion to receive 
less than fair market value for the royalty gas 
or oil.’’ 

My bill is intended to correct the legal defi-
ciencies in the provision as enacted to make 
it possible for the Interior Department to imple-
ment the program. In developing the legisla-
tion, my staff has reviewed the Interior Depart-
ment’s legal opinion and has consulted with 
the Interior Department’s lawyers and with 
other legal experts. Based on that review, I 
think enactment of my bill will resolve the legal 
problems cited by the Interior Department and 
will enable the program to go forward. 
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Spring may be nearly upon us, but hot sum-

mer temperatures and another winter are just 
months away. I believe the Energy Policy Act 
provision to help low-income consumers is an 
innovative tool that must be allowed to work. 
The Royalty-in-Kind for Energy Assistance Im-
provement Act would make this possible. I 
urge my colleagues to support this legislation 
and to support energy assistance for this na-
tion’s most vulnerable residents. 

Here is a brief outline of the bill: 
Section One—provides a short title (‘‘Roy-

alty-in-Kind for Energy Assistance Improve-
ment Act of 2006’’). 

Section Two—sets forth findings regarding 
the importance of LIHEAP and the intent of 
the relevant provisions of law regarding pay-
ment of royalties-in-kind and the conclusion of 
the Interior Department that the provision of 
the 2005 Energy Policy Act intended to allow 
use of royalties-in-kind to benefit low-income 
consumers cannot be implemented. This sec-
tion also states the bill’s purpose, which is to 
amend that part of the Energy Policy Act in 
order to make it possible for it to be imple-
mented in order to assist low-income people 
to meet their energy needs. 

Section Three—amends the relevant provi-
sion (Section 342(j)) of the Energy Policy Act 
by— 

(1) adding explicit authority for the Interior 
Department to sell royalty-in-kind oil or gas for 
as little as half its fair market value in imple-
menting that part of the Energy Policy Act 
under an agreement that the purchaser will be 
required to provide an appropriate amount of 
resources to a Federal low-income energy as-
sistance program; 

(2) clarifying that such a sale at a dis-
counted price will be deemed to comply with 
the Anti-deficiency Act; and 

(3) authorizing the Interior Department to 
issue rules and enter into agreements that are 
considered appropriate in order to implement 
that part of the Energy Policy Act. 

These changes are specifically designed to 
correct the legal deficiencies that the Interior 
Department has determined currently make it 
impossible for it to implement this part of the 
Energy Policy Act. 
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H.R. 884—PROMOTING ANTITER-
RORISM COOPERATION THROUGH 
TECHNOLOGY AND SCIENCE ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 27, 2007 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I join my col-
leagues today in support of H.R. 884, the 
‘‘Promoting Antiterrorism Cooperation through 
Technology and Science Act.’’ 

While touring the northeast United States in 
1955, President Eisenhower spoke of the im-
portance of international diplomacy and co-
operation to solve the rising problems posed 
by communism in the Far East. It was Eisen-
hower who said ‘‘Only strength can cooperate. 
Weakness can only beg.’’ Just as Eisenhower 
envisioned the role of international cooperation 
to address the communist threat in the 20th 
century, so too must we solicit international 
cooperation to solve the terrorism threat in the 
21st century. 

The United States must embrace the con-
cept of bilateral cooperation in order to win the 
war on terrorism, and I believe that this bill is 
an important step in that direction. H.R. 884 
will establish a Science and Technology 
Homeland Security International Cooperative 
Programs Office to facilitate international co-
operative activities throughout the Directorate 
of Science and Technology. 

This legislation does not seek to duplicate 
other efforts underway. Rather, it will strength-
en ongoing partnerships with homeland secu-
rity allies such as Israel, the United Kingdom, 
Canada, Australia, and Singapore, while en-
couraging new ones. The United States cur-
rently participates in similar bilateral programs 
such as the Binational Industrial Research and 
Development, or BIRD foundation, in which 
the United States and Israel cooperate on de-
fense-related R&D. The office would conduct 
similar activities, but would be run by the De-
partment of Homeland Security rather than a 
private foundation. 

This office within the Department of Home-
land Security will foster partnerships with for-
eign governments and businesses by requiring 
that the foreign partner equitably match U.S. 
funding expended through direct funding or 
funding of complementary activities, or through 
provision of staff, facilities, material, or equip-
ment. 

This country has a proud history of recog-
nizing the value of and promoting international 
cooperation, particularly in the field of tech-
nology. I am pleased to be an original cospon-
sor of this bipartisan legislation, and encour-
age my colleagues to support H.R. 884. 
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RECOGNIZING LINDA HOLBROOK 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 1, 2007 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the distinguished public service 
of Linda Holbrook. After 35 years with the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury—Internal Rev-
enue Service, IRS, she will retire. 

During her tenure, Linda worked her way 
from an entry-level data transcriber to her cur-
rent position for the past 13 years as Territory 
Manager of the IRS Real Estate and Facilities 
Management Operations, Fresno Territory. I 
have had the pleasure of working with Linda, 
and her dedication to the community is to be 
commended. 

During her time in Facilities Management, 
Linda guided the acquisition of over 500,000 
square feet of space in eight buildings in 
downtown Fresno, bringing thousands of Fed-
eral employees and visitors into our central 
business district. Her support of the city of 
Fresno’s downtown revitalization effort has 
been widely recognized and has served as a 
stellar example of the benefits that can arise 
from partnership among congressional, Fed-
eral Government and local officials. Linda 
serves as an example to staff throughout the 
Federal Government of how a local program 
manager can work closely with local officials 
to assure that each group’s work complements 
the others in such a way that both are en-
hanced. 

Throughout her career at the IRS, Linda 
Holbrook has proven to be a highly effective 

administrator who was always committed to 
public service. As she gets set to spend more 
time with her husband, Brent, I wish her con-
tinued success and good luck in all her future 
endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE FAIRFAX COUN-
TY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 2007 
VALOR AWARD RECIPIENTS 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 1, 2007 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize an outstanding 
group of men and women in Northern Virginia. 
The Fairfax County Chamber of Commerce 
annually recognizes individuals who have 
demonstrated superior dedication to public 
safety with the prestigious Valor Award. Sev-
eral members of the Vienna Police Depart-
ment have earned this highest honor that Fair-
fax County bestows upon its public safety offi-
cials. 

There are several types of Valor Awards 
that can be awarded to a public safety officer: 
the Lifesaving Award, the Certificate of Valor, 
or the Gold, Silver, or Bronze Medal of Valor. 

It is with great pride that I enter into the 
record the names of the recipients of the 2007 
Valor Awards in the Vienna Police Depart-
ment. Receiving the Lifesaving Award: Master 
Police Officer Trent H. Nelson, Sergeant 
Jamie L. Smith, Police Officer First Class 
Jarod B. Evans; the Certificate of Valor: Ser-
geant Michael R. Reeves, Officer Christopher 
W. Shaver. 

Madam Speaker, in closing, I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank all the men and 
women who serve in the Vienna Police De-
partment. Their efforts, made on behalf of the 
citizens of Fairfax County, are selfless acts of 
heroism and truly merit our highest praise. I 
ask my colleagues to join me in applauding 
this group of remarkable citizens. 
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IN HONOR OF AFLAC, INC. BEING 
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST COM-
PANIES IN AMERICA 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 1, 2007 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize and commend a com-
pany that has made Columbus, GA, the Sec-
ond Congressional District of Georgia and the 
United States proud. Aflac, Inc., a company 
that epitomizes corporate citizenship and re-
sponsibility towards its employees, recently 
was named by Forbes magazine to their Plat-
inum 400 List of America’s Best Big Compa-
nies. 

To create the list, Forbes looked at more 
than 1,000 publicly traded companies with at 
least $1 billion in revenue, and chose 400 
based on metrics, earnings forecasts, cor-
porate governance ratings, and other public 
company information. Of course, Forbes se-
lected these companies not just for their finan-
cial performance, but also for their leadership, 
innovation, and execution. 
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